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CALL FOR BOOK CHAPTERS

Dear Author/Researcher,

[CSSR Major Research Project on “Relevance of Namghars in Upholding the
Philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbhakam amongst Contemporary Families in Assam” invites
research papers and articles in both English and Assamese medium from academicians and
practitioners for book chapters. The book will be released on the occasion of a one-day
conference on the topic- “Namghar and Family System in Assam: Upholding the Philosophy
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbhakam” on the 12th September 2026, which also coincides with the
Tithi of Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva. The project is a collaborative initiative by
Sankardeva Mahavidyalaya, Pathalipahar; Cotton University, Guwahati and International
[nstitute of Population Sciences, Mumbai sponsored by Indian Council for Social Science
Research, New Delhi.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
» Submissions must be made in Times New Roman or Gitanjali at namgharicssrmrp@gmail.com
» Those sending hardcopies must address it to Sankardeva Mahavidyalaya
» Last date for submission 10th August 2026
» No Publication fee

For the details communication :
* Dr. Tejaswita Duarah,
Project Director and Assistant Professor,
Sankardeva Mahavidyalaya, Pathalipahar, Lakhimpur, Assam,
Phone No : 95604 32830

* Dr. Girimallika Borah,
Co-Project Director and Assistant Professor,
Cotton University, Guwahati

* Prof. Nandita Saikia,
Co-Project Director and Professor,
[nternational Institute of Population Sciences, Mumbai




CALL FOR BOOK CHAPTERS

FOR ONE DAY CONFERENCE ON 12.10.2026
SPONSORED BY ICSSR MAJOR RESEARCH PROJECT ON

RELEVANCE OF NAMGHARS IN UPHOLDING THE PHILOSOPHY OF
VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBHAKAM AMONGST CONTEMPORARY FAMILIES IN ASSAM

ICSSR Major Research Project on “Relevance of Namghars in Upholding the Philosophy of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbhakam amongst Contemporary Families in Assam” invites research papers and articles in both English and
Assamese medium from academicians and practitioners for book chapters. The book will be released on the
occasion of a one-day conference on the topic- “Namghar and Family System in Assam: Upholding the Philosophy
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbhakam” on the 12th September 2026, which also coincides with the Tithi of Mahapurusha
Srimanta Sankardeva. The project is a collaborative initiative by Sankardeva Mahavidyalaya, Pathalipahar; Cotton
University, Guwahati and International Institute of Population Sciences, Mumbai sponsored by Indian Council for
Social Science Research, New Delhi.

The Conference aims to conduct a discussion on the impact of Namghars in embedding the Sanatani
philosophy of Aatmeeyata or oneness amongst families in Assam. The impact of Namghars as institutions in
embedding philosophical and cultural understanding of Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva’s vision of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbhakam amongst families in Assam and creating a unified Assamese Kutumbh. lt embeds a value system
which gathers a spiritual and scientific unity in preservation of family relations especially in contemporary times
and conserving the traditional foundations of Indian families. Namghars provides a platform to the Sanatani
inclination of one’s Atma (soul) or to Seva (spiritual service) and Sadhna (spiritual devotion) as devotional service
towards God in various forms of art and practices like bhaona, satriya dance, mask making, festivals, naam-kirtans,
etc.; upholding the entire philosophy of Sanatani literature. The activities in Namghars embed cultural skills and
knowledge into younger generation through inherited practices developing as key pillars of social cohesion and
adaptive strength through philosophical awakening and cultural integrity amongst Assamese families.

The study aims to explore the establishment of Namghars as Knowledge Centers for various forms of arts and
practices. lt focused on the Neo-Vaishnavite philosophy of Srimanta Sankardeva which finds its uniqueness in
Assam and generation of spiritual consciousness through I[ndian Knowledge System (LKS) and to facilitate
research, recording, and dissemination of such knowledge. In line with the goals of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, the knowledge produced by these institutions would help integrate the Indian Knowledge System with
the FYUGP undergraduate program particularly the internship program under the formal recognition of Namghars
as proposed. Curriculum development that represents India's rich intellectual legacy and encourages
interdisciplinary learning based on conventional wisdom will be supported by this integration. The inclusion and
recognition of traditional art forms within the framework of Skill India can significantly contribute to the
promotion and sustainability of cultural heritage. Recognizing these practices as formal art forms would not only
validate the contributions of cultural performers but also provide them with incentives and structured platforms
for showcasing their skills. Namghars have been grass-root institutions which have kept the spiritual
consciousness and family integrity alive among the Assamese Kutumbh and formalization of these institutions in
each village of Assam shall aid in the anticipated to reinforce and advance the broader project of Cultural
Nationalism.

THEMES OF THE BOOK
» Vasudhaiva Kutumbhakam and Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva’s vision of Assam
» Philosophical Understanding of Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva’s Works
» Family Systems in Assam under the vision of Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva
» Meanings of Symbols and Practices in Namghars
» Philosophical and Spiritual Understanding of Namghar Practices
» Namghars in Upholding the Philosophy of Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva
» Namghars in Integrating Families in Assam
» Enhancing Skills and Knowledge among Young generation within Namghars
» Prospects of Namghars as Heritage Conservation and Village Knowledge Centers
» Namghars as Institutions of Skill Development and Indian Knowledge Systems

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
» Submissions must be made in Times New Roman or Gitanjali at namgharicssrmrp@gmail.com
» Those sending hardcopies must address it to Sankardeva Mahavidyalaya
» lLast date for submission 10th August 2026
» No Publication fee
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